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The July 18, 1955* issue of the "national 
Guardian," page seven, column five, reflects an advertisement 
that the Arts, Sciences and Professions Starlight Forum 
has opened its season in Penthouse 10A, 59 West 71st Street 
and JOHN KIIXEHS, author of "Youngblood," was to be a speaker 
at 8:30 P*M. on July 24, 1955* This article advised that 
for information contact the Hew York Coundil of the Arts, 
Sciences and Professions, 35 West 64th Street, New York 
City* 


The 1949 report of the California Committeev an 
Un-American Activities, cited the "National Guardian" as 
a publication launched in Hew York in 1948* aiming at 
national circulation, which they found to be from its inception 
notoriously Stalinistic in its staff, writers, management 
and content* 

(1949 report of the California Senate Fact-Finding 
Committee on TJn-American Activities, page 39M* 


The March, 1948 issue of "The Public Record," the 
monthly publication of the United Public Workers of America — 


- 
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CIO* reflected ,on page seven* a photograph of JOHN KILLENS 
and It also reflected that he was the Business Agent of 
Local 10, United Public Workers of America - CIO# 

It is to be noted, concerning the United Public 
Workers of America* Senate Document Number 89, dated October 
19* 1951* entitled* "Communist Domination of Certain Unions" 
is a report of the Sub-Committee "On Labor and Labor 
Management Relations"# The subject matter of this Senate 
document is the reports of the particular committee designated 
by the Congress of Industrial Organizations to hear and 
decide the charges of Communist domination against nine of 
its affiliates# 

Page 133 of the document reflects "###0n the basis 
of all of the evidence presented today* the committee 
unanimously concludes that the policfes and activities 
of the United Public Workers of America are consistently 
directed toward the establishment of the program and 
purposes of the Communist Party rather than the objectives 
and the policies set forth in the Congress of Industrial 
Organization^ Constitution." 

The Committee requested that the United Public 
Workers of America be expelled from the Congress of 
Industrial Organization# 

On March 1, 1950, the CIO officially expelled the 
United Public Workers of America from its rank as a CIO 
affiliate# This action was taken at a hearing held in 
February 1950, at which time it was decided that the United 
Public Workers of America had consistently followed the 
Communist Party line rather than strictly union policies 
and objectives laid down by the CIO# 


I | who has furnished reliable Information 

in the past, advised in February, 1955* that on January 28, 
1955, the California Quarterly Forum, under the auspices of 
the "California Quarterly", was held at Channlng Hall, First 
Unitarian Church of Los Angeles, 2936 West Eighth Street, 
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Los Angeles, California* Informant further advised that 
this Per um was for the purpose of JOHN 0* KILLENS to give 
a resume' of his book, "Youngblood", 

An article appearing in the October 21, 1951 edition 
of the “Daily People's World" described a new quarterly 
magazine, identified as “The California Quarterly", a new 
“progressive publication" with editorial offices at 7070 
Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles, California. 

The "Daily People's World" is a West Coast 
Communist newspaper* 


I I who has furnished reliable information 

in the pa at,\ia <ivised on March 27, 1953# that in March, 

1953, THWpfa ^SATH , a menfe** of the EdJ.Jj9ri>a.^BQ5Lra of 
" The Ca lifornia Quartjj*ly" since its inception, stated 
in a discussion of the policies of "The California Quarterly" 
that the magazine is necessarily one of a "Marxist-Leninist 
objective"* 


| | who has furnished reliable i 

in the past, advised on March 15# 1952, that| 
as of March, 1952, was a member at large of 
Angeles County Comm unist Part y, 





/"The California Quarterly" Volume three, number 
three, 1/ssued late in 1954* and as early as May, 1955# was 
the latest issue of "The California Quarterly" and identifies 
PSIIira J feaVBNSO N as the Managing Editor and THOMAS MC GRATH 
a*s si member at large of the Editorial Board, ^ ^ 

-A LJJF ^ihlcaupoMIA AvakteRLV 

ROY HUGGINS, Malibu Beach, Calif ornia, self- 
admitted former member of the Los Angeles County Communist 
Party in 1940 and between 1943 and 1947# testified before 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities in Los 
Angeles, California, on September 29, 1952, at which time 
ne identified PHILIP STEVENSON as a member of the Los 
Angeles County Communist Party, sometime during that period* 

1 c \ Lf 0 
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| I who la in a position to furniAh accurate 

information and who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised in March, 1955, that the Hungarian 
Legation in Washington, II C., had mailed invitations for 
recajjlrlons to be held at the Hungarian Legation on April 
2 and i|., 1955* both in "celebration of the tenth anniversary 
of the liberation of Hungary by the Soviet army. 1 * 

I | b2 

1 | who is in a position to furnish accurate 

information and who has furnished reliable information b7D 
in the past, advised on March 15, 1955, that the reception 
by the Hungarian Legation on April 2, 1955, was for 
approximately 200 individuals, who were described as being 
from the "Hungarian colony"* The informant advised that the 
reception on April l\., 1955* was for approximately 300 
individuals, described as diplomatic personnel, 

I | who is in a position to furnish accurate 

information, furnished information on March 12* 1955* which 
reflected that the Hungarian Legation, Washington, D.C., 
sent out letters with printed invitations on this date, 
which read as follows: 

"In celebration of the tenth anniversary of the 
liberation of Hungary by the Soviet army, the Minister of 
the Hungarian People* s Republic and Madam Szarka request 
the honor of the company of at the reception on 

Monday, the fourth of April, from seven to nine o'clock, 
at the Legation." 

Informant advised that one of the above letters 
was directed to Mr. and Mrs. JOHN KILL I US, 6£2 Lafayette 
Avenue, Brooklyn, New York. 

The election records for the Borough of Brookl yn. 
New York, as caused to be checked by SE l I on 

March 2, 1955, reflected that JOHN 0. KILL3NS, 66 Hancock 
Street, Brooklyn, New Yorx, registered a preference for the 
American Labor Party in 1 91+9 • These records, as caused to 
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be checked by &£ I b n March 10, 1955, reflected 

that JOHN Ok* KILU&NS,' 6 32 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, ' New 
X^r1fc*;,ragiat*red a preference for the American Labor Party 
ft>r the years 1950 through 1952* 


•The records of. the Atl anta Credit Bureau, Atlanta, 
Georgia, as checked by SE | | on April 8, 1955, 

and records o f the Atlanta. Georgi a. Police Department, as 
checked by BE I I on April 12, 1955, failed 

to reflect any record of the subject* 


' The 1953 election records of the Borough of B rooklyn. 
4ew York, as* caused to be checked by SB l I on 

March 2, 1955, reflected that JOHN KILLENS, 652 Lafayette 
Avenue, registered a preference for one of tne two major 
political parties in 1953; was 37 years of age; married; 


five years in the city and State: 4- years in the district!^ 


The election records for the Borough of ^Brooklyn, 

New York, reflected* on March 2, 1955, that the subject’s 

wife, GRACE, of 66 Hancock Street, Brooklyn, New York, 

registered a preference for the ALP in 19h9- These election 

records for 1949 elso reflected the following regarding 

the subjeot^ mother, WI LIJgffihlL LENS : residence - 66 

Hancock Street; age - 537 bo rn~f n the United States; first 

vote; regJjt&B^d a F^ferenoe^or tHe lLP. A ( J 

hStO&.J^ik$CV^ - .1 J4 cfc 

The election records for the Borough of, Br^k lvii. 

New York, as caused to be checked by SB l I on 

March 10, 1955, reflected that the subject* s wife, GRACE, and 
his mother, WILLIE C. KILLEN3, both of 6f& Lafayette Avenue, 

Brooklyn, registered a preference for the ALP for the years 
1950 through 1952. ^ MU C^yir- f -T- g • Ar\Z g~- b7c 

The reoords of Gr-afttar Mew 

York, as caused to be checked by SE l I on 

February 1, 1955, reflected that a suit was brought agaihst 
the subject on October 8, 1951, by the Langsburg Brothers, 

New York City, for #32*80. 
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The records of the Bureau of Motor Yfthifl.l 
York City, as caused to be checked by S8|_ 
on February 3# 1955 * failed to reflect a current driver's 
license or a 1954- registration ibr the subject or his wife* 


New York informants, who have furnished reliable 
information in the past and who are familiar with some 
Communist activities in the New York area, were contacted 
in January and February 1955# with negative results. . 


The following. description of the.sub ject was 
ftnmishad from Veterans Administration records.. New York - 
aityj |Morris ;Brown College* Atlanta, 

Georgia; ana records or the Bureau of Vital Statistics, 
Atlanta, Georgias 

, ' r T 

Hams JOHN OLIVER KILLERS 

Aliases „ John 0« Killene 

t John Alliens 


Race 

Residence 

Date of Birth 

Eyes 

Hair 

Height 

Weight 

Marital Status 
Immediate Relatives 
Father 

Mother 


Negro 

652 1»af aye'tte Avenue, 
Brooklyn, New Ydrk. 

January 14- # 1916, Macon, 
Bibb County, Georgia. 

Brown 

Black 

5*9* 

14.0 lbs# 

Married 

• 

* CHARLES MILES KILLENS 
address unknown 
WILLIE LEE COLEMAN KILLENS-* 




Wife 

Son 


65 2 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, 
New York 

GRACE WARD JCHpgffiaf of birth 
at Brooklyn# 
LENS: da.faa. of. 


JQN CHARE 



rYb 


New ( Yo g^A vrivh parents 



b7C 


v >’ 



is a. UfAyctfS 



bV£ . 



20 
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Daughter 


Military Services 
United States 
Army 


BARBARA fclLLSNS : b7c 

date of birthl ~ I 

I fo'aKingtoa^ JkC,, resldaa with 
parent* ~ LA I-^ctT^ A^ 

U %R.ooJ<^ N, N y, 
July 17, 1942 - December 3, 

1945 


Army Serial 

Number 33192284 

Veterans Administration 
Claim Number 734^273 


M P •• 
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Date of Activity "Agent to Fi^e Ifufiiber 

identity Ahd/dr Description bate whom where, 

of aouiLOe of Ihforaitlbn. - 3t**e4V*d Furnished lypcatcd - 


Used to document 


Office 



b7C 


JOHN KILLHNS 
scheduled 
speaker for 
"ASP STarlight 
Forum" . 

12/14/54 12/8/54 " 100-102397-5 

Used to document the New York Council of the 
Arts, ‘Sciences, and Professions. 


1/22/55 ?/3/55 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT’D; 


INFORMANTS (CONT'D! 


Identity 
of Source 


Date of Activity Agent to File Number 

And/or Description Date whm where 

of Information Received Furnished Located 



1/22/55 


2/3/55 



Used to document the Hollywood Arts, Sciences 
and Professions Council. 


Used to document the American Labor Party. 


Used to document the American Labor Party. 


One JOHN 
KILLENS 

executed Delegates 
card at AYC 
Convention. 


9/27 Al 


Subject associate Spring of 

1949 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D: 
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UPOBMiSTS (CONT«P. 




BW'-Wi 


Pate of Activity 
And/or Peecription 




had info mat ion 
that subject 



Subject was left 
a aeaaage by 

JAMES JACKSON 


Pate 


11/8,9/54 


Agent to 

Vhoa 


1/8/51 





ny xoo-102397 


ADMINISTRATIVE PIPE CQNT f D» l 

INFORMANTS (CONT»DJ 

Date of Activity Agent to 

Identity and/or Description Date Vhom 

&£. §2 9E&S. aT iJfenaatlop Becelved Fornl«had 


11/30/51*. 1/28/55 |— si 


CoFSTT 

Used to dooumenlF 


Used to document the Chicago Council of 
American Soviet Friendship. 


Subject 1 ! name 4/17/54 

in possession of 

New Century Publishers 


Used to document Freedom Associates 

b2 

b'7D 


ADMINISmiTlVE PafiB (C 0 ¥T»D. ) 


File Number 

Where 

Located 


100-102397-11 


b'7C 
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b2 

b'7D 

b7C 


9 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT’D) 

INFORMANTS iQjmiD) 

Date of Activity Agent to File Number 

Identity And/or Description Date whan where 

of Source ef ItiS ormetlon Received Furnished Roosted 




1/28/55 2/1/55 

_SA | 



b2 


(written; 

b7C b7D 


Used to document "The California Quarterly"* 


(i'ormer LA 
informant, 
concealed by 
request) 




Used to document 



!,4/55 3/2/35 84 100-102397-26 

b7C 


(oral) 


JA/55 3/15/55 r-3A ,100-102397*26 


(oral) 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (C0NT*D) 
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NY 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D) 


INFORMANTS (CONT'D) 


Date of Activity 

Identity And/or Description Date 

of Souroe of Information Received 


Anonymous 
souroe as 
reflected 
In WFO let 
to Director, 
entitled, 

•JOHN KILLIUS, 
IS-HU", dated 

4/5/55. 


Letter from 3/12/55 

Hungarian Legation, 

Wash* , D* G., directed 
to Mr* and Mrs* JOHN 
RILLIUS* 


Agent to 
whom 

Furnished 


File Number 
where 

Located 


b2 


b'7 


New York informants mentioned in the details, as 
being contacted with negative results, are as follows: 

rtr. O h\ fey SA 

Contacted on 2/4/55 by SA 

r~" i 

Contacted on 1/28/55 by SA 
RICHARD H. BLASSER. 

Contacted on 2/l/^ hv SA 

Contacted on 2/1/55 by SA 

ALEXANDER C. BURLINSON* 

Contacted on 2/3/55 by SA 


Careful consideration has been given to each 
source concealed and T symbols were utilised In this report 
only in those instances where the identities of the sources 
must be concealed* 


b7C 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CQNT'D) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

It is to be noted that GRACE KILLENS, wife of 
the subject, is on the Security Index of the NYO. Bufile 
100-406272; NYO file 100-102803* 

The pretext telephone call to the subj ect on 
Vl2/54r mentioned in the details, was made by SA l I 

[ to elicit from him information regarding residence 
ana marital status of GRACE KILLENS, his wife* Employment b7C 
pretext was used* 

The pretext telephone call, mentioned in this report 
as being made on 9/14/55, was made by SA BENJAMIN P. GRAVES 
to the subject to elicit from him his place of residence. 

b7 


r.gans 
NEW YORK 


At Brooklyn, New York 

1. Will determine if the subject has any other 
employment than that of a writer* 

2* Will verify residence at 652 Lafayette Ave*, 
B*klyn, NY, through neighborhood investigation or personal 
observation. 

WASHINGTON FIELD 

At Washington. D*C* 

1* Will determine from records of Terrell Law 
School if subject attended that law school from 1939-42* 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CQNT'D) 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PaGE (C0MY»P.) 

LEADS (CQHTtD*) 

2* In view of the fact subject formerly resided 
and worked In Washington* D.C., will furnish the MIC with 
any pertinent information that may appear in the WFO 
indices. 

3* In report of SA LEWIS E. GLENN, dated MoYember 
29* 1949* at Washington Field* entitled* "Communist Infiltration 
of United Public Workers of America, CIOj IS-C," it iB reflected 
that during the course of an investigation conducted in 1942, 
under the provisions of the Hatch Act* KILTJENS was interviewed. 
If WFO is in possession of more detailed information regarding 
this interview than that reflected in SA GLENN* s report it 
should be reflected in a WFO report re subject* 

It Is to be noted that WFO In letter to 
Director, dated April 5, 1955* entitled "JOHN KILLIGS; IS-HU," 
requested a copy of New York report regarding the subject. 

It is also noted that a copy of WFO letter was filed in 
WFO 105-4649-Sub I. 


REFERENCES San Francisco airtel to NY, 1/26/55* 

NY airtel to San Francisco. 2/1 
. Memo of &4| | Chicago, to SAC, 
Chicago, 2/11/55* forwarded to ax ov n/fe dated 2/16/59 . 


Copy of Memo of SA£_ 
Los Angeles, to SAC, LA, 3/10/557 
NY letter to Atl 
Copy of Memo of 
Angeles, to SAC, LA* dated 4/ 





Atlanta letter to NY, 5/26/55* 
Washington Field letter to Director, 


] Los 


b'7C 


FBI, 

San 


4/5/55. 

Report of SAl 
Francisco, 6/16/55* 

NY airtel to Chicago and Los Angeles* 8/19/55* 
Los Angeles airtel to NY, 8/25/55* 

Chicago letter to NY, 8/31/55. 
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Reporting Office 

NEW YORK 


Office of i'r J g 1 u 

NEW YORK 


F INVESTIGATION 

m 

" Investigative Period 

12 A/55 10/26J 11/10,23,28/55 


JOHN OLIVER KILLENS 


Report nade bv 



b 7 C 


Typed By 

mel 


SECURITY MATTER - C 


)STAUS: 


\ J 

5 'S? 


SECURITY MATTER - C 

I 

^ ^ , v 1 ‘ — i fU S Kvn, W 

vJV ' 1 ' f ou- /' f ($»*« 

Subject self -employed as writer and is in process of writing 

a book. Subject resides with wife at 652 Lafayette Ave., , / / 

Brooklyn, N.Y. The National Council of Arts, Sciences&nd > / — •/ 

Professions announced a calendar of "ASP Starlight Forums" ' 

to be held in NYC on 7/10, 17, 2h, 31; 8/7, Hi, 21, 28/55, — l p 

and JQHIliKlLLEJSS, not further identified, was scheduled to 

participate in the forums# 

-P- | JH ijf ~~ 

a REO REC*0 J2zJL4t 

I# BACKGROUND AUG 3 1961 

A. Employment f 

On October 26, 1955, an agent of the Federal Bureau ^ -7 ^ ^ 


3 fl\ of Investigation interviewed the subject under pretext, after 
T ' A V having been first introduced to the subject by the subject's 
\ ‘rO wife> at his residence at 652 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn, New 
c ’ > r York# The subject advised that he is self-employed as a 
tel V writer, that he is in the process of writing another book, 

J ' ;Vj £ which would be his second, and that he did not have time for 
Z' " other enrolovraent* 


Dproved 
>pies made 


other employment. 

rcVl. i.J) 


Special Agent 
In Charge 


Do not write in spaces beloi 


A- Bureau (105-37137) (ft‘) 
3- New York (100-102397) 


17 nrr 5 ’ O*' 1 


p v *-n 0-9 


US MAY 15 1372 

t 

500 tu 




^jVgENCY /c-e ■ 

RBo RrrTo 


p ^ r t y of Fn T - F h i s i f pori 
agency to mii-n loaned 


- MHBBHt . jvSsSggfcsBEgj 

iin< a f j (Mt bv the FBI, »®d neithe- \ nor 1 ^ ontents are to" be dTsTr t (Jll , * 

1 s Kf 1 N’ PRN7 NG Ofr JU IS O 344750 
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It is to be noted that subject is the author of a book entitled, 
"Youngblood." 

Concerning "Youngblood," the subject advised that this book had sold 
better than he had anticipated, consequently, he did not have any extra 
copies available. The subject stated that "Youngblood" would soon be 
published in the pocket-sized edition. 

II. AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT 

1. Communist Party Front Organizations 

T-l, who has furnished reliable information in the past, furnished 
literature on July 21, 1955, which reflected that the National Council 
of the Arts, Sciences and Professions announced a calendar of "ASP 
Starlight Forums" to be held at 59 West 71st Street, New York City, \ 

Penthouse 10A. These forums were scheduled to take place on July 10, 
17,2h,31; August 7, lU, 21,28, 1955. JOHN KILLENS, not further identified, 
was among those scheduled to participate in the forums. 

The National Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professions has been 
cited as a Coranunist front (Congressional Committee on Un-American 
Activities. • .House Report Number 195U, April 7, 1950) on page 82 
in the "Guide to Subversive Organisations and Publications," dated May lh, 
1951, prepared and released by the Committee on Un-American Activities, 
United States House of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 


-P- 
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INFORMANTS 

Identity 
ol Source 


Date of Activity 
Or Description 
of Information 
JOHN KILLENS 
scheduled to 
participate in 
"ASP Starlight 
Forums*" 



'fcate 

Received 


772VF5 


Agent to 
whom 
F urmshed 

~~SA' 


File Number 

where 

Located 

100-93553- 
1711* att. 1,2,3 


Careful consideration has been given to the source concealed 
and the T symbol was utilized in this report only in that instance 
■where the identity of the source must be concealed* 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


The pretext interview with the sub ject mentioned in t he detail a 

_iunder the guise that! 



b7C 

b7E 


LEADS 
NEW YORK 

At New York, New York 

1* Will contact appropriate informants to determine the current 
activities of the subject* 

2. Will report the results of the investigation requested in 
report of SA BENJAMIN F. GRAVES, NY, 10/12/55, from WF0* 

REFERENCE 

Report of BENJAMIN F* GRAVES, New York, 10/12/55# 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
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// 


Form No l 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


NOW YORK 


C0NFIJCENT1, 


DATE WHE'I 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 


REPORT MADE AT 

WASHINGTON, D.3. Vz/W/$$ 


REPORT MADE BY 


TITLE 

JOHN OLIVi 


b7C 


& 


KILLENS 


j CHARACTER OF CASE 

! SECURITY MATTER - C 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS 


J* J JTI . i • 


Additional background information concerning suoject 
set forth* During interview 2/26/4.2 subject admitted being 
a memoer of WCDA and associated with American Youth 
Congress and National Negro Congress. Informant 
advised subject member of Washington Bookshop and other 
informants provided information which showed subject was 
member of UNAVA • Informants also advised that t.ha ^ om* 
JOHN KILLE NS in possession of 


L - 1 


/ r 




i 

b7 


- RUC - 


DETAILS : AT WASHINGTON, D.J. 

I. BACKGROUND 
A. EDUCATION 
On November 25 s 1955 .f 




• C TO $ 

REG RLCD. j-iS'rAL 

AUG 3 196! 

ans ^ . 

0Y /Q\ 




wasnington. D.fl. J 
made available to Sa[ 


lthn Tftrnp.ll Law School, 


— 7 -- t the record cf 

subject* s attendance at this school. The record shows 
that JOHN OLIVER KILL3NS, date of birth January ±[^ 9 1916, 

AGENCV- ^ 

RD 5 

BEPT FORW j/. AV-r 

9Y - J & > u 

approve^Tnd 

FORWARDED 

COPIES DESTRO 



IB MAY THIS REPORT 

kj- Bureau 

3 - New York (100-102397) 
(RM) 

1 - Washington Field 

( 105-11703) 


PROPE 
TO WHICH LOANED 


pr — — f # I I 

imsiyT F8?t>rftrS “ REWlRT TO YOU BY THE FBI, AND NEITHER IT NOR ITS CONTENTS ARE TO 8E DISTRIBUTED AfrSUJE THE AGENCY 


U S GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 18 80258-3 


A 






WFO 105-11703 


\ 

- > I 




enrolled at the Terrell Law School on September 30, 1939, 
and continued until July 3 , 1942, at which time he withdrew 
to enter the United States Army. During KILLENS * attendance 
at the ahhool he was employed as a clerk at the National 
Labor Relations Board. The records show further that no 
degree was conferred, and that subject’s parents were shown 
as CHARLES M^ancj WILLIE C3LKILLMS. 

//>,[. f t} Jl B IDENCBS ' 

The above school records reflected that in 1939 
the subject resided at 3120 13th Street, N.W., and that in 
1942 he lived with his parents at 4 30 21st Street, N.E.Vun /- l 

^s__o£__thejj[ashin^^n, D.C., Credit Bureau 
as checked by SE | | on November 29, 1955, 

reflected thit as or ocrooer o, I 94 V, the subject and his 


\ . 
'<1 


- v f 
nNS 


t 


b7C 


wife, -fiRACSji had been re sidi ng 1 


A iWi. since April TjT, 19 

in addition to those set forth above 

n.h.J 


Street 


Prev: 

were 


_11, 2007 Maryland 
.ous residences 
shown as 722 Hobart 


^ and 501 U Street, N.W. 

\ \A7 v? 5 Lu, j . - • 

The 1954 Washington, D.C., City Directory shows 
that one JOHN 0. KILLMS resided in Apartment 11, 2007 Maryland 
Avenue, N.E., and the current Washington, D.G., Telephone Directory, 
corrected to September 15, 1955* shows one JOHN 0. KILLENS 


iN V as residing at 2704 Irving Street, S.E. 


Ul A-L 'C 


On November 2^,/T955 j| I Clerk, 

National Capital Housing /Authority, Frederics Douglass Ho using 
Project, Alabama Avenue kt Stanton Road, S*!E#, oHv -t aaH qa 1 ^ 
that residents at 27 0k Irving St reet. S.E.. are onel 


] stated that[ 


_ 1 signed the lease far 

the above premises on December 6 , 1954, £ *id at the /time of signing 
he resided at 2007 Maryland Avenue, N.E. The persbn listed on 
the lease as the one to notify in case of emergency is chart.es m. 
KILLMS, 430 21st Street, N.E. J"^"" 


b 7 C 


C. EMPLOYMENT 




Credit records mentioned above show that as of 
October 6 , 1947, the subject was employed as Business Agent for 
the United Public Workers of America, Congress of Industrial 
Organization*, Local Number 10, 718 5th Street, N.W*, having been 
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appointed to this position in July, 194-6* These records 
show furtner that the subject was in the United States Army 
from July, 194 2 * until December, 1945 » and that from 
April 27, 1936, until his induction in the United States Array, 

KILLENS was employed as a Clerk by the National Labor Relations 
Board, Washington, D*C. 

Subjects file at the National Labor Relations Board 
was reviewed in early 1942 in connection with a Hatch Act 
investigation. This file reflected that KILLENS was employed 
at National Labor Relations Board on April 27, 1936, as a 
messenger and at the time of file review his position was 
Assistant Hail and Files Clerk. 

D. CRIMINAL 

The files of the Metrop olitan Police Department as 

checked by SE l I on November 28, 1955# reflected jy 

no record f or JOHN^KILLENS ; at ail times an indefinite number of 
unidentified rec^d^Tf^SOT of file and not available for review. 

II. ACTIVITIES IN COMMUNIST PARTY FRONTS 

The Communist Party has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. 

On February 2 6 . 19L2 » J OHN OLIVER KILLJtfS was inter- 
viewed under oath by Sa I At that time KILLENS b7C 

stated that he had been a member or the Washington Committee 
for Democratic Action. He also stated at the time that he had 
been a delegate to a conference of the American Youth Congress 
held in 1941, and that he had participated in the activities 
and had made contributions to the National Negro Congress, but 
that he was never an active member of this organization. 

The Washington Comiittee for Democratic Action, the 
American Youth Congress, and the National Negro Congress have 
been designated by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 
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On December 13, 194-7 > Confidential Informant 
who wea in a position to furnish information concerning the 
Washington Bookshop Association, advised that the name JOHN 
0, KILLENS, WO 21st Street, N •E., was among those names 
contained in the expired membership list of the Washington 
Bookshop Association® which organization has been designated - 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 104-50 • 


b2 


*b7D 



f 


1 In August and October, 194-6, Confidential Informant // 

I who was in a position to furnish reliable information, 

made information available which showed that JOHN Qj^KILLENS. , 
2007 Maryland Avenue, N.S., was Commander of the W rihlngtonT ' 
Chapter of the United Negro and Allied Veterans of America. 

In addition to the above. Confidential Informant I 1 
who has furnished reliable Information In the past, made available 
on April 2 4-> 1951 9 a souvenir program entitled "Nation* a Capital 
City-wide Veterans Conference M , which conference was held on 
May 31 and June 1, 2, 194-6* This pamphlet shows that the 
conference was sponsored by the Washington Provisional Committee 
of the united Negro and Allied Veterans of America, and that 
JOHN OLIVER KILLENS was the Chairman of this Committee. 

The list of events contained in the program showed 
that JOHN OLIVER KILLSNS was scheduled to give the keynote speech 
at a session of the conference scheduled for May 31 , 194.6, at the 
Vermont Avenue Baptist Church, Washington, D.C. 


The United Negro and Allied Veterans of America has 
been designated by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

III. MISCELLANEOUS 

On April 20, 19 4$, Confidential Informant ! l who was 
in a position to furnish reliable information, advised that the 
name JOHN KILLENS, 2007 Maryland Avenue. N.E .. Apartment 11, b2 

was in the possession of | | 

On August 4-> 1954* Confidential Informant| | who h7 

was in a position to furnish reliaole informat ion, aflViSed tha t 
the name JOHN KILLENS was in the possession ofj | 
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y/On February 26, 1953* Confidential Informant! 
who has fumi 
that[~ 

Part 
that 


Led relia ble information in the past, advised 

l was then a member of the Communiit 
y. This 's'ame informant advised periodically during 1954 
j | was a current ^member of the Communist Party 

and during this time was a member of the City Committee of the 
Communist Party in the District of Columbia# 

C6 November 2, 1955* Confidential Informant ! | a 
self- admit ted former member of the Communist Party and Communist 
Political Association, 1934 - 194&# who was active in secret 
government Conmunist Party groups in a leadership capacity in 
Washington, D.C., and Denver, Colorado, 1935 - 194&* end who is 
in a position to furnish information concerning Communist 
activities within the National Labor Relations Board, advised 
that he recalls the suoject as being a National Labor Relations 
Board employee, but did not know the subject to be a member 
of the Communist Party while employed there# 

IV. SIGNED STATEMENT FURNISHED BY SUBJECT 

"Washington, D.C. 

February 26, 1942 

"Statement of JOHN OLIVER KIL-uSNS, made 
in the presence of Special Agent R. F. RYAN 
and Stenographer ! I Federal Bureau 

of Investigation. Questions by Mr. RYAN. 

0. Mr. KILLERS, the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gption was empowered by the 77th Congress 
of the United states, under Public Law 135* 
to investigate the employees of the Federal 
Government who are alleged members of sub- 
versive organizations or who advocate the 
overthrow of the Federal Government, and 
nic.ke a report to Congress. The purpose of 
this interview is to allow you an opportunity 
to answer auestions concerning information 
which has been received by the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation about alleged activities on 
your part# The questions I am aoout to ask 
you may be answered if you so desire, and 
you will be given an opportunity to make any 
statement of your own which you feel will 
fairly present your side of the Question. A 
copy of the report of the investigation, in- 
corporating your statement, will be furnished 
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H to the agency which employe you* Do you 
have any objection to making this statement 
under oath? 

n A. No. 

n q. Would you raise your right hand, please? 

Do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God? 

W A. I do* 

n n. will you state your full name, please? 
n A. JOHN OLIVER KILLENS • 
n Q. Where do you live? 

"A. 4-30 Twenty-first Street, NoE* 
n Q. Where are you employed? 

U A* National Labor Relations Board. 
n C. In what capacity? 

"A. Clerk - classification clerk. 
m Q* Are you now or have you ever been a member 
of any organization which advocates the 
overthrow of the Federal Government? 
n A. No, indeed. 

’’Q. Are you now or have you ever been a member 
of any organization which advocates dis- 
loyalty to the Federal Government? 

"A. No. 

Are you now or have you ever been a member 
of the Washington Committee for Democratic 
Action? 

"A* I am not now. I have been. 

n Q. What occasioned your membership in the 

Washington Committee for Democratic Action? 

«A* I was approached by someone (I don»t 

remember who) who showed me the program of 
the Washington Committee for Democratic 
Action, and I thought it was a nice program, 
so I joined, about three years ago, I believe, 
I was a member about a year* I did not renew 
my membership* 

n 0o In what activities of the Washington Committee 
for Democratic Action were you a participant? 
n A* I don*t believe I was a participant In any 

activities. I was just a member, that is all* 
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"Q. Did you ever contribute money or services 
to the Washington Com dttee for Democratic 
Action? 

M A. I contributed one dollar membership; that 1 3 
all. 

n Q,o Are you now or have you ever been a member 
of the American Youth Congress? 

,l A. I was a delegate to the American Youth 
Congress last year* 

”0,* A delegate from where? 

U A. National Council of Law Students* 

^Q* Did you contribute money or services to 
the American Youth Congress? 

”A* I did not* 

n Q* Did you participate in any of its activities? 

n A. I attended a Congress in July, I believe. As 
a delegate I participated in the conference 
that was held, but nothing else. 

n Q,* Are you now or have you ever oeen a member of 
the National Negro Congress? 

"A. I was never an official member of the National 
Negro Congress. 

”Q* Have you ever participated in any of the 
activities of the National Negro Congress? 

"A* I am sure I have at various times participated 
in activities of the Congress in Washington. 

"Q. What was the nature of these activities? 

«Ao I have attended various meetings on police 
brutality which the Congress sponsored, and 
the Congress--I believe they sponsored various 
drives throughout the year where you made 
contributions. X have made contributions to 
the Congress, about four years ago. 

"Q. Have you ever contributed services to the 
National Negro Congress? 

«A. I have not. 

,l Q. At this time you may have the opportunity of 
making any statement of your own which you 
think is pertinent to this inquiry if you so 
deisre. 

11 A ♦ I would like to state at the time of joining 
the Washington Committee for Democratic Action 
I did not think it was affiliated with any 
party or had any affiliations that advocated 
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"the overthrow of our Government or disloyalty 
to our Government* The same is true of the 
National Negro Congress and the American Youth 
Congress* 

"Q,. All right p thank you very much. 


"Witness; "/a/ JOHN 0. KILLENS 

"/s/R. F. RYAN 
"Special Agent 

"Federal Bureau of Investigation 
"Washington, D.C* n 
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Identity 
of Source 

Date of Activity 
Or Description 
of Information 

Date 

Received 

Agent to 
whom 
F urmshed 

File Number 

where 

Located 



Anonymous 



V?-4/5i 




Negative Contact 11/2/55 



Instant report 


Careful consideration has been given t o each source 
concealed and ,f T u symools were utilized in the report only in those 
instances where tne identities of the sources must be concealed. 

REFERENCE 

Report of SA BENJAMIN F. GRAVES dated 10/12/55 
at New York. 
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STANDARD FORM NO 64 


Office ftAeirio, urn • unitel U AiAJL ijlJ GOVERNMENT 


TO : 

if 1 

SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (105-37137) 

SAC, NiiW YORK (100-102397) 

JOHN OLIVER KILL2NS 
SM-C 


DATE 1/27/56 


Rerap of sa 


12 / 2 / 55 , 


if* 




/M 


V' 


b7C 


NY. 


Informants of the NYO were contacted in December, 1955 
and early January, 19t>6, concerning the subject with negative 
results. 


]furnished information with 


On 12 / 12 / 55, 1 i x urnisnea lnrormation with 

mee , ting of "Section Organizers, " of Kings County 
CP, held that evening at Headquarters, 1212 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, 

be r OR- P J°E- r Was b8gun by (believed to 

.^ORvj^KIR^CHNFR) and his remarks concerned political events 
which a.f*e being scheduled to occur, including; 

. 1 Brooklyn elections in the N douole a (believed 

to be NAACP). Gi_0RGL pointeo out that the Negro leaders in 
Brooklyn want to unseat "President N ORPiAN JJHNSuN ano we believe 

a . go ° d t 911 ° rt * JOHNSON sboald step aside. The ministers 
are against JOHNSON 1 . 

OtORat mentioned that a meeting with reference to the 
N doable A elections” was to occur at P.3. ^5 Decatur* 0 + 

L ®" is Av ®" (No dates specified). ‘ OKORGK said that "We'would 
li^e to see the slate of Rev. SHOCKLEY ^phonetic) win. Ne'ro 
leaders want to unseat JOHNSON and we think it is a rood effort" 

rmVh hh rv !? h at 0f tno3e 0n the "JHNBON slate, one J CHNN Y 
"fli C l rUil i lne acainst Mc t-ABfi (phonetic) should oe 
^ 0 lor tne SHOCKLEY (phonetic) slate, except MC CABE". 

, .. 1 " ve ? li 6 at ion ly con timing to cetermine it tne subiect 

is identical with J OHMJ^KULLe’ 1 (phon.tic). J 
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4 

Office Memorandum 




UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 



SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI f 105-37137) 
SAC, NETi f YORK (100-102397) 

r" 

JOHN OLIVER KILLENS 
SM-C 


DATE 


Re Bn o-l dated 3/29/56, and NY let to Bureau dated 1/27/56, 

On 2/15/56, NY 1212-S orally advised SA | I that the 
subject in December, 1955, was elected as a member -at-large on the staff of the 
Brooklyn, NY, NAACP. 


The Philadelphia Office has furnished the NYO with a memorandum dated 2/9/56, 
which disclosed that the subject was the featured speaker of the "FRIDAY FORUM 11 
held at Melrose Park, Pennsylvania on 12/9/55* 


The subject elaborated on the following issues during the course of his 
speech} Discussion of a number of incidents occurring in the South in which the 
Civil Rights of Negroes were violated. Desegregation in sfchools and efforts by 
the NAACP to aid the Negro, 

The subject also read a chapter from his new novel which is now in 
preparation. This novel deals with the problems of Negro soldiers during World 
War II, and according to the subject most of the action takes place in the South 
pacific where he hifcself was stationed during the war. 



A search of tne indices of the NYO failed to reflect any information ^ 
concerning the "FRIDAY FORUM". -7/ 

/ 

The Philadelphia Office has been requested to furnish documentation/for 
the above organization as well as to ascertain whether the subject mentioned any 
connection with the Brooklyn, NY, NAACP during his visit to Philadelphia on 12/9/^ . 


Upon receipt of the requested information the NYO will submit a report 
promptly in this matter. 


(3) - Bureau (105-37137) (RM) 
1 - New York (100-102397) 


CMHjcam 





cc 


b'7C 


SAC, New York (100-102397) June 27, 1956 

^tCUROED 49 

Director, FBI (105-37137) —fO 

JOHN OLIVER KILLENS 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


Reurlet dated June 15. 1Q56. and flfy ^nmpAnyl ng 
report of Special Agentj 


Authority to interview the subject is denied. 


It is noted that you have developed no evidence 
of Communist Party activity on the part of the subject. 
His principal activity has to do with the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People. He 
is employed as a writer and his books de al with the b7 
controversial subject of race relations. | kas 

interviewed and found uncooperative. In the absence of 
some indication that this interview will be productive, 
authority for it is denied. 


b7 



YELLOW: Not on SI. He was member Washington Committee for 

Democratic Action, 1942; delegate to American Youth 
Congress, 1941; active but not member of National Negro 
Congress, 1942. One J u hn Killens was commander, Washington 
Chapter UNAVA, 1946; name John Killens on membership list 
Washington Bookshop Association. 1947. Subject registered 
ALP, 1950-1952; spoke before HASP, Los Angeles, and at 
Friday Forum, Philadelphia, 1955. Has been acquainted 
with communist leader James E. Jackson prior to 1951. 
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ST/ ^>ARD FORM NO 84 


Office Alemo. .mdum • united sta js government 


to 


SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (105-37137) 
SAC, NEW YORK (100-102397) 

john Oliver" killens 

SM-C 


DATE 


if 


6/15/56 


' S 


Rerep of SAl 

NY, four copies of which are enclosed. 


dated as above. 


b7C 


Bureau authority is requested to interview 
captioned subject about whom the following Information 
is furnished: 


1) The subject Is a member of the Negro race, 
who resides at 652 Lafayette Ave., Brooklyn, NY, and is 
self-employed as a writer at his residence. 

2) The subject is married to GRACE KILLENS, who 
Is a member of the Negro race and is employed by Edwards 
L. Cleaveland Day Care Center, 1185 Park Place, Brooklyn, 
NY. 


3) The following information concerning the 
subject was obtained from reliable informants and interviews 
of the subject on the datfee Indicated: 


2/26/42 



Subject was interviewed under oath 
during the course of an investigation 
under the provisidns of the Hatch 
Act, at which time he admitted 
having been a member of the 
Washington Committee for Democratic 
Action,* admitted being a delegate 
to the American Youth Congress in 
1941; and admitted participation . / 

in the activities of the National 
Negro Congress, but that he was never 
an active member of this organization. 



August, 1946 
October, 1946 


12/13/47 


One JOHN 0. KILLENS was Commander 
of the Washington Chapter of the 
United Negro and Allied Veterans 

° r m.3n3'i-/Q 

Subject's name 'Appeared among names 
contained In the expired membership 
list of Washington Bookshop Association. 


2 - Bureau (105-37137) (Sncs. 4) (RM) 
1 - NY 100-102397 
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DIRECTOR, mi 


Re: JOHN OLIVER KILLSNS 

SM-C 


8/29/51 Subject, upon interview, advised 

that he was flpgiialnt.pd with JAMES 
EDWARD JACKSON T 1 b7C 


3/10/55 Subject registered a preference 

for the American Labor Party for 
the years 1950 through 1952. 


2/3/55 Subject made short talk regarding 

his book, "Young Blood," at a 
social of the Hollywood Arts, 
Sciences and Professions Council 
on 1/22/55, held at Los Angeles, 
California. 


12/3/55 

1/11/56 


2/15/56 


Subject featured speaker re 
desegregation, citil rights, Negro 
problems, and his book, "Young 
Blood," at "Friday Forum" held at 
Melrose Park, Pennsylvania on 
12/9/55. 

Subject elected as member-at-large 
on the staff of the Brooklyn NAACP 
in December, 1955. 


5/1/56 


Subject active in Brooklyn, NY, chapter 
NAACP. 




Informants, who have furnished rel iable Information . 

in the past, furnished information reflecting! I 

was employedty New Age Publishers, Inc., publishers of "Weekly b7 

Review"," reported as YCL publication in NYC 1942-1943; 

employed by Amtorg Trading Corporation, NYC, 1942; employed 

as a receptionist with United Public Workers of America (UPWA), 

Washington, D.C., 1947-1949; employed as a secretary, Bulgarian 

Legation, Washington, D.C., March, 1948; and employed 
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DIRECTOR , FBI 

Re: JOHN OLIVER KILLENS 

SM-C 


with U PWA at various locations, NYC, 1949-1952. I I 

Ivas named as CP member in material in possession of 
RALPH GLICK, CP underground leader, NYC, in November, 

1954. b 7 c 

| ~~ | was interviewed on 8/19/54, and was 

uncooperative. 

5 ) There is no information available indicating 
that a nv of subject's immediate relatives other than l 1 
Tiave been members of a basic revolutionary group.. 


6) There is no information available indicating 
that the subject has defected or been expelled from the 
CP. 


7) It is believed that an interview with the 
subject could provide information regarding his past 
connections with the CP and related front groups, as well 
as indicate his present sympathies toward the Communist 
movement. 


Bureau authority is requested to interview the 
subject in accordance with existing instructions relating 
to Interviews of security subjects. If the subject Is 
cooperative, no affirmative steps will be taken during 
the initial interview to direct his activities, but a 
separate communication will be directed to the Bureau 
setting forth the results of the interview and requesting 
Bureau authority to recontact the subject as a potential 
security Informant. 
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DETAILS: 


SuA«t resid es at 652 Lafayette Ave„ Brooklyn, NY, and 
is PKf -employed as a writer. Subject reliably reported 
to have been featured speaker at "Fridayr Forum 11 held 
at Melrose Park, Pennsylvania, on 13/9/55. Subjeot 
reliably reported elected aa member-at-large on staff 
of Brooklyn, NY, NAACP In Deoember, 1955, and as of 
5/1/56, active In recruiting new members In NAACP 
In Brooklyn. Subjects book, "Young Blood," reviewed 
by "Daily Worker" 4/5/5 6. 

“ ~ 1 REO RtCV.^U/i SC/ 


I BACKGROUND 


Ci 


Residence 


ANS. 
BY A 


AUG 3 


1961 


On March 29, 1956, a pretext ta^phone call ttas 
made by a Special Agent of the FBlfli52 Lafayette 
Avenue, Brooklyn, New York, telephone number ST 9-5428. 

ENCLOSURB 
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The person answering the call Identified himself as JOHN 
KILLENS, and advised that he resides at the above 
address. 

B. Employment 

On March 29, 1956# a pretext telephone call was 
made by a Special Agent of the FBI to 652 Lafayette 
Avenue , Brooklyn, New York, telephone number ST 9-5428. 
The person answering the call identified himself as JOHN 
KILLENS, and advised that he was employed at home as a 
writer, and that he was getting a new book ready for 
publication. 


II AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT 

A. Miscellaneous Communist 
Party (CP) Activities 

The CP has been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450. 


1) “Friday Forum 1 * 

I I who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised that the "Friday Forum" is a Philadelphia 
neighborhood disuussion group composed of a nucleus of 
Communists. 

] who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised on December 13, 1955 ^ and January 11, 
1956, that the subject was the featured speaker of the 
"Friday Forum" held at Melrose Park. Pennsylvania, on 
December 9 , 1955. According to | I during the course of 
his speech, the subject elaborated on the following 
issues: 


Discussion of a number of (jjacHdtota occurring 
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in the South in which the civil rights of Negroes 

were violated. 

Desegregation in the schools, and efforts by the 

National Association for the Advancement of 

Colored People (NAACP) to aid the Negro. 

The subject also read a chapter from his new 
novel, which is now in preparation. This novel deals 
with the problems of Negro soldiers during World War II, 
and according to the subject, most of the action takes 
place in the South Pacific where the subject was stationed 
during the war. 

After the speech, a discussion period was begun, 

, and the following questions were pn*pa«led for the 
subject 1 s consideration: 

An unknown individual asked the subject what he 
thought of civil disobedience by Negroes suggested by 
one NAACP official as a solution to the problems of the 
Negroes. KILLENS said he was opposed to such a policy, that 
the Negroes did not have enough power to make it effective, and 
that such a policy would lead only to mass retaliation by the 
whites and make conditions for the Negroes worse than 
they are now. 

Another individual, unknown to | [ then asked 
KILLENS if he had incurred any difficulty in getting 
his book, "Young Blood,” published. KILLENS stated that 
suprisingly he had had no trouble. He stated that he had 
contacted the "paperback" publishers first, that they 
had been impressed, and had given him an advance on the 
book. As things turned fcut, however, the hard back 
copy of his book was published first. 

KILLENS was then asked what he thought of 
ADAM CLAYTON POWELL attending the Bandung Conference as 
an independent delegate. KILLENS stated he felt that 
POWELL was strictly an "Uncle Tom” type of Negro, was doing 
the Negroes a disservice, and was a traitor to the Negro 
people. He commented that Congressman DIGGS, from Michigan, 
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was one Negro who was really fighting for his people* ’ 

He pointed out that DIGGS had publicly announced he 
was going to challenge each Representative and Senator 
from Mississippi as to their rights to their Congressional 
seats* because Negroes in Mississippi were not allowed 
to vote. DIGGS maintained that since Negroes could not 
vote* the Congressman from Mississippi did not represent 
the people. 

KILLENS was then asked his opinion regarding 
"Porgy and Bess” being presented overseas under the 
auspices of the State Department. He answered that while 
he enjoyed the show’s music, he had always felt the subject 
material of the show degraded the Negroes. He added 
that he felt the Negroes who play in ’’Porgy and Bess” 
are opportunists who place their theatrical careers 
above the damage caused by the show to the Negro people 
as a whole. 


Ill MISCELLANEOUS 

Hwho has furnished reliable information 
in the past* advised on February 15* 1956* that the 
subject, in December* 1955 , was elected as a meraber-at-large 
on the staff of the Brooklyn* New York* NAACP. 

i— — — i b2 

| 1 on May 1* 1956* advised that he lawt saw 

KILLENS a ronT" 'o ne week ago on the 3treet in Brooklyn, b7D 

New Y ork. | [ stated that at this time KILLENS told 
| ^^bhat heT^active in the Brooklyn chapter of the 
1 NAALT* which Is no w in t he midst of a recruiting and 
membership drive. | | further advised that KILLENS 
stated that he is a Captain in this drive, and that he was 
then trying to get ten other persons to work with Mm 
In recuriting new. 'NAACP members. 

The "Daily Worker," issue of April 5, 1956, 
page 7* columns 2 and 3*/S^ves a review of the novel, 

"YOHQg Blood," by JOHN O^ iILLENS* which was printed a 
couple of years ago~ and is now out in a paperback 
edition. According to the review* this novfci depicts 
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CONP ID FN T I A L_ 


It r & J* *.*■** 

a Southern Negro family's struggle against "Jim Crowism." 
The review indicated that it was a better book on the 
enligfetmHitt of anyone puzzled by what is going on in 
Montgomery, Alabama, these days and elsewhere in the 
South." This review urged the reader to buy a copy 
of the novel and give it to his neighbors. 

The "Daily Worker" is an East Coast Communist 
daily newspaper. 

Other informants, who have furnished reliable 
information in the past and who are familiar with some 
phases of Communist activities in the New York area, 
were contacted in December, 1955 * January, February, 
and April, 1956, with negative results. 

| Wxrecontacted on April 30* 1956* advised 

that he had no recollection of KELUWS makingany statements 
on December 9, 1955* indicating KILLHIS was connected with 
the Brooklyn, New York, NAACP. 


- P - 


C 0 N F I Dxl/N T I A L 


- 5 - 



FD-2I6 (5*6-55) 


Identity 

of Source NY 100- 

102397 


Date of Activity 
Or Description 
of Information 


Date 

Received 


Agent to 
whom 
F urnished 


File Number 

where 

Located 



Used to document “Friday Forum n 



Subject speaker 12/13/55 
at "Friday 
Forum 11 12/9/55 

" 1/11/56 


Negative contact 4/30/56 
re subject 

Subject elected 2/15/56 
member- at -large 
Brooklyn, NY, 

NAACP 


L orally. 




orally 


Subject active 
in Brooklyn 
NAACP 


5/1/56 



100-102397-46 


100-102397-44 


100-102397-48 


Careful consideration has been given to each 
source concealed and T syntbols were utilized in the report 
only in those instances where the identities of the sources 
must be concealed. 

NY informants mentioned in the details of this 
report as being contacted with negative results are as follows: 


INFORMANT 



DATE 

m $ 

12/29/55 

im* 

1/10/56 

1/10/56 

1/10/56 

2/16/56 

4/27/56 

4/27/56 


AGENT 

RICHARD H. BLASSER 




JOHN E. GALLAGHER « JR 
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INFORMANTS (CONT'D) 


SA I I on 1/3/56 ~ 

he had no new information conce] 

ADMINISTRATIVE 


Ljjif o rmant s ,| | 

was con tacted by 

l ad vised that 
.ng the subject. 


The pretext telephone call made to 632 Lafayette 
Ave., Brooklyn, NY, telephone #ST 9-5^28, mentioned In the 
details under reside nce and employment, was made by SA 

Ion 3/2Q/56, The manner of pretext 

employed was| 


On 12/12/55 . 1 I furnished information 

with reference to a meeting of "Section Organizers" of 
Kings County HP h eld that evening at headquarters, 1212 
Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY, The /meeting proper was begun 
by GEORGE (believed to be GEORGSWKIRSCHNER) and his remarks 
concerned political events whic^i are being scheduled to 
occur including: the Brooklyn elections in the N double 
A (believed to be NKACP). GEORGE pointed out that the 
Negro leadVtts in Brooklyn want to unseat "President Norman 
Johnson and we believe it is a good effort. Johnson should 
step aside. The ministers are against Johnson." George 
mentioned that a meeting with reference to the "N double 
A elections" was to occur at Public School 35, Decatur 
St. and Lewis Ave. (no dates specified). GEORGE said that 
"we would like to see the slate of Reverend Shockley (ph) 
win. Negro leaders want to unseat Johnson and we think 
it is a good effort." GEORGE/ob served that of those on / 
the JOHNSON i&ate, one JOHNNyvCULLEM (ph) running against I— 
MC CABE (ph) should be salvaged. "Vote for the Shockley 
(ph) slate, except McCabe." 


noted that l l ad vised on 2/15/56 that 

id as a member-at-large on the staff 


It is to be noted that| (advised 

the subject was elected as a member-at-large 
of the Brooklyn NAACP in December, 1955. 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D) 
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ADMINISTRATIVE (CONT'D) 
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LEAD 
NEW YORK 


At New York, New York 

(l) Will await Bureau authority concerning 
request to interview subject* 


REFERENCES Report of SA BENJAMIN F. BRAVES 


Report of SA 
Report of SA 
NY letter to Bureau. 


JO/ 12 / 55 , ny. 

\ 12 / 2 / 55 , NY. 

1 12/27/55, NY. 




Memorandum of SA| |to SAC, PHILADELPHIA 

2/9/56, captione d 1 ; PKIDAY FORUM; IS-c/’ one copy 
to NYO. 

NY letter to the Bureau, 4/9/56* 

Philadelphia letter to NY, 5 / 0 / 56 . 

NY letter to Philadelphia, 5 / 8 / 56 . 
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UNITED STAlirS GOVERNMENT 


Office Memory, idum * 



DIRECTOR, FBI (105-37137) 

SAC, NEW YORK (100-102397) 

JOHN OLIVER' KILLENS 
SK-C 

ReBulet to NY, 6/27/56. 


DATE: 7/16/56 



ReBulet denied authority to interview subject. 

Inasmuch as there is no evidence of actual CP 
activity on behalf of the subject and subjects activities 
do not come within the purview of the criteria for his 
inclusion on the SI, the NYO is placing this case in a 
closed status. 


This office will be alert to any information war- 
ranting the prompt reopening of this case. 



RECORDED- 9 * // 


\ \ ^ 


te JUL 18 1956 


^ Q. Bureau (105-37137) 

{ 1 - New York (100-10239 


CHH:amk 

(3) 

*5 JUL 2 3 1956 


jj?\» **^*** rtWSB 

.mo*'- 




standard form NO 64 





/ 


STANDARD FORM NO 94 


0-1 

(0-22-51 j 


Office Memorandum • united states government 


(Your fileyL c 7 ^ 77 f DATE 

Director, FBI (Bufile and serial / && ~ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

4 

<V L'uyxs (yx~^-v Afflnfl of Orii 


y c ' ? ' 


Office of Origin: jj e¥ York 


1. ( /f The deadline in this case has passed and the Bureau has not 

received a report. You are instructed to submit a report 
immediately. In the event a report has been submitted, you 
should make a notation of the date on which ,4V was submitted, 
on this letter and return it to the Bureau^ Room No. .!7 

Report submitted 2S-Z^^.:.rr.r. ~ 


Report will be submitted .. 


Reason for delay 


d uaMss)?. 




I oh^l^X: - ^ — "" 

^ 


2. U Advise Bureau re status of this case. 

3. ( ) Advise Bureau when report may be expected. 

4. ( ) Surep immediately. ul^dcL^ ** 

(Place your reply on this form and return to the Bureau. Note on the 
top serial in the case file the receipt and acknowledgment of this com- 
munication. ) u S GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 196 E-O 37790# 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


STANDARD RORM NO, M 

FD-20S (3-23 .>) 

Office M&moranc 

TO : 

Director, FBI 

Sr : 

SAC, tt'e^r 

r 

SUBJECT 

J c < * e £ 


J t/1 c 


1/ 


(Pile /C-> ' * 7*5 7 ) DATE: 
(Pile /w /C ^V) 

f\t i~ 4. <?AS S 


/c 


'/' 7 /s / 


This case will be delinquent,. 
Date of Bureau deadline? /v //V/S7 


Reason for the delinquency? 

Sot r r * 




t>/ c r//r<ip 


•ft 


Date the report or necessary communication 
will reach the Bureau? 


AEC zone designation, e~g*, OR, CH, etc*: 
(This applies only to 116 cases *) 




i 

t 

) 

/ / 



J 


t.*>ort Form 
FD— 383 


C 0 N P X P^(6f T I A L 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 





cc tq. JSjuL 
B£Q, RIC'D — 'l -ii -Ju. 

AUG 3 196) 




V 




C. y>\ +r > 

1 v , 

1 ll ° >— 

f 


Subject resides 1392 Union St., 

Bklyn, NY, and is engaged as a 
writer and public speaker. Informant, 
on 10/11/57, advised KILLENS , In 
1952, was active on Executive Board 
of Bedford- Stuyvesant Section of 
Kings County CP, and informant stated 
he believes KILLENS to still be CP 
member because of latter’s contacts 
with two known active CP members. Informant, 
on 6/7/56, advised that KILLENS was invited 
to attend a "Conference on the South” to 
be held 6/30/5 6 at JSSS under the auspices 
of the National Organization Department 
and the National Negro Commission of the 
~CP. Informants advised subject gave 
public speech at meeting of Washington Area 
Citizens Forum held in Washington, D. C. on 
2/15/57. 

- c - 


Approved 


Copies made i 


[ i™ 


Special Agent 
in Charge 


Bureau (105-37137) (RM) 
3 - New York (100-102397) 


Arnr 

i 


c. 


~J't h __ > If 


■e/ 

— — iew 
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mm 
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DETAILS: I. BACKGROUND 


A. Residence 


By means of a pretext telephone call placed 
by a Special Agent of the FBI on March 29, 1956, to 
ST 9-5428, telephone number /listed In the 1956 Brooklyn 
telephone directory to JOHN^ILLENS, 652 Lafayette 
Avenue, it was a s c e r t a Irred^at u 'that time that the subject 
resided at the above address. 

1 I on October 16, 1957, advised that the 
sub j e c t , on July 16, 1956, moved from 652 Lafayette 
Avenue to 1392 Union Street, Brooklyn, New York. 

By means of a pretext interview on October 17, 
1957, conducted by a Special Agent of the RBI with an 
unknown Individual residing at 1388 Union Street, it was 
ascertained that the subject continues to reside at 
1392 Union Street, Brooklyn, New York, 

B. Employment 

By means of the above described pretext telephone 
call placed on March 29, 1956, it was ascertained that 
the subject was employed at home as a writer, and that 
he was getting a new book ready for publication. 

By means of the above described pretext 
Interview conducted on October 17, 1957, with a neighbor 
of the subject, it was ascertained that the subject 
spends most of his time at home, and is engaged as a 
writer and public speaker. 

II. AFFILIATION WITH THE 
COMMUNIST PARTY (CP) 

MOVEMENT 


The CP has been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450. 
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A. Evidence of CP Membership 

I I on October 11, 1957# advised that JOHN 
KILLENS, In 1952, was active on the Executive Board 
of the Bedfor d- Stuy vesant Section of the Kings County 
CP, New York. I I stated that the above Information 
was fr- oid in IQfig bv a niece of JOHN KILLENS, 

named ! I whdm l (k new in 1952 to be active 

in the Labor Youth League (lyl). 

The informant continued that he has no additional 
concrgdwfc Inf ormation that would place ^KILLENS in the 
CP but^Mrred that it is his belief that KILLENS is 
presently a CP member. He explained that his belief is 
based upon t he frequency with which the subj ect is 
contacted bv l I both of whom 

are known to the informant as current active members of 
the Bedford- Stuyvesant Section of the CP and because 
of the personalized inclusive pronouns used by these 
individuals (such as we, us and our) when referring to 
KILLENS and the CP. 

The LYL has been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450. 

| Ion June 4, 1956, advised that the CP, USA, 

on June 1, 1950, had issued a bulletin "to all districts" 
which bulletin was signed by the National Organization 
Department and the National Negro Commission of the CP 
describing an important "Conference on the South" to 
be held at the Jefferson School of Social Science (JSSS) 
on June 30, 1956. 

The JSSS has been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450. 
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L I on June 7# 1956, advised that l I 

I I was to be In charge of the supervision of the 

above described conference to be held at the JSSS on 
June 30, 1956. According to the informant, the name 
JOHN k ttj.en s of Brooklyn appeared on a list Id the 
possession o fl I which list contained names of 

those individuals to whom invitations were to be extended 
to attend the above described conference. 

L I on February 13, 1957, advised that l I 

Jwas elected as a member of the National Committee 
or the (jp, USA at the National Convention of the CP, USA 
held February 9-12, 1957, at the Chateau Gardens, 105 
East Houston Street, New York City. 

B. Evidence of Membership in or Sympathy with 
CP Front Organizations 

1. The Washington Area Forum, aka: Washington Area 
Citizens Forum, Washington Citizens Forum 

(See Appendix) 

I I on February 11,^1957, made available a 
'‘flyer" reflecting that JO HN . author of 

"Youngblood" would be a speaker at a meeting sponsored 
by the Washington Area Citizens Forum in Washington, D. a, 
on February 15, 1957. 

The below listed informants, on indicated 
dates, advised that JOHN 0. KILLENS, on February 15, 1957, 
appeared at, and spoke at, a meeting of the Washington 
Area Forum in Washington, D. C. According to the informants 
KILLENS speech traced the progress made by the Negro 
people in the field of culture and education. 
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bn February 19, 1957 
>n February 18, 1957 
>n February 18, 1957 
on February 18, 1957 
on February 19, 1957 
on February 19, 1957 
on February 19, 1957 
on February 16, 1957 
on February 18, 1957 
on February 18, 1957 


JOHN KILLENS, 
meeting on ffebruarv IS 


on February 16, 1957, advised that 
or his appeara nce at the above described 


| | on March 25, 1£57» advised that the 


subject/ on genVuAi rr 15. 1Q57 


b' 


The above described information was made 
available on a confidential basis and cannot be made 
public except upon the issuance of a subpoena duces 
tecum. 


III. MISCELLANEOUS 


Other informants who are familiar with some 
phases of Communist activities in the New York City area 
were contacted In September and October, 1957, for 
information concerning the subject with negative results* 
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